
 
OVERALL TALKING POINTS 
 

• We are extremely honored to have been chosen by the members of FIFA to host the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup™. This is a historic day for soccer in North America, and we are committed to making 
it every bit as historic, memorable and lasting for the entire world in 2026. 

 

• We believe our message of unity, opportunity and certainty resonated with the voters. That’s a 
message that is ultimately intended to serve the game – players, supporters, partners, and much 
more – beginning now and building over the next eight years.   
 

• Our overall bid plan demonstrated to the world that we are going to deliver the most successful 
FIFA World Cup™ in history on behalf of everyone who loves and cares about football. The idea 
of three neighboring, North American nations committing as one to staging what will 
unquestionably be the grandest sporting event in the history of the world is a bold and unifying 
concept, and we are gratified that the rest of the football family believes in and shares our 
vision.  

 

• We are thankful for the extraordinary work done by the Bid Committee, the three North 
American Member Associations, the 23 cities which were a part of the final bid book and all the 
communities across North America that have supported the effort.  

 

• Hosting the 2026 FIFA World Cup™ in North America will generate unprecedented enthusiasm 
and resources to help grow the game from the grassroots up and continue to foster a strong 
soccer culture. 

 

• Let’s all revel in the excitement and pageantry of the FIFA World Cup™ that begins this week in 
Russia.  It’s not too soon to imagine it in our back yard, throughout our nation and in all corners 
of North America, because that’s what is ahead for all of us. 
 

• The expanded 48-team tournament in North America is expected to generate more than $14 
billion in revenue and $11 billion in profits for FIFA, which will be shared with the 211 FIFA 
Member Associations, and have more than 5.8 million spectators at 80 matches. It will easily be 
the largest sporting event in the world, eclipsing anything previously done in the United States 
or elsewhere. 

 

• With an eight-year runway, there would be a remarkable opportunity to generate interest and 
passion for the sport across the spectrum. From the grassroots all the way to the professional 
leagues, from fans to media and sponsors, the 2026 FIFA World Cup would be a signpost to 
bring people together around soccer in a way never before possible.  

 

• To this day, the 1994 FIFA World Cup in the United States remains the most successful from a 
revenue and ticketing perspective. Imagine what we could do in 2026. While the ’94 World Cup 
helped launch Major League Soccer and build the professional game, the 2026 World Cup would 
allow us to grow and celebrate the soccer culture in ways once thought unimaginable. 
 



• Players today who are the beneficiaries of the U.S. professional game made possible by the 1994 
FIFA World Cup can play major roles today and in the next eight years to develop and inspire a 
new generation of talent, growth and love for the game. 
 

• The resources that would come from the 2026 World Cup will allow for significant investment in 
the game at all levels, and truly provide an important stepping stone in our quest to make 
soccer the preeminent sport in the United States. 
 

 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 
 

• We are thrilled that the FIFA World Cup™ will come to North America in 2026. Decisions about 
the organization of the event – for example, which cities will host matches – will be made in the 
coming years.  

 

• The good news is we have eight years to plan and build anticipation for what will be the most 
successful World Cup in history. It is an extraordinary opportunity, and we are only just getting 
started. 

 

• While many of these questions will be answered down the road, what we can tell you is that our 
cities across North America are committed to making the 2026 FIFA World Cup™ the most 
successful, beloved and memorable in history.  

 

• In the meantime, it’s time for all of us to celebrate the occasion and opportunity we are 
privileged to accept.  The World Cup and the game itself are sources of inspiration and joy.  This 
moment it is yours to enjoy, both today and for a long time.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 


